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Please join us at 10 AM, Saturday, February 9 at the Clarke House.  
Our featured speaker will be Maureen Jung, PhD of the Clay County 
Writers Group.  The Clay County Writers Group recently completed 
publication of “Embedded in Clay”, a compilation of stories and 
poems focusing on unique aspects of Clay County’s history.  The 
subject of Maureen’s presentation will be “Save Our Stories, Clay.”  So 
much history has been lost, and we’re on the brink of losing another 
generation of stories.  Maureen will lead a discussion on the reasons for lost 
history, why it matters, and what we might do as individuals and collectively 
to address them.  She will also relate one long-standing myth related to 
Augusta Fells Savage, and the mystery it poses.  Questions and discussion 
about “Embedded in Clay” will be welcome as well. 
 

Maureen has been involved with writing groups for over 30 years.  An alumna of the University 
of California – Santa Barbara, she is a Fellow of USCB’s affiliate of the National Writing Project 
and her work has been recognized by the Society of American Archivists.  Maureen has also 
authored two White House presentations as well as many other articles and presentations.   
 
 

Recent Events 
 

January Meeting 
The speaker for our January meeting was Mr. Barney Clark.  Barney related his memories of 
growing up around Murphy’s Creek in Putnam County.  Murphy’s Creek runs between the St. 
Johns River and Dunn’s Creek south of Palatka and is surrounded by wetland and woodland areas.  
Barney’s grandfather was the bridge tender for the US 17 Bridge over Dunn’s Creek and lived 
nearby.  His home served as a “base of operations” for Barney’s and his Cousin Addie’s 
adventures.  Those adventures included catching a large-mouth bass locally named, “Old One 
Eye” and catching a small alligator, naming it “Albert” and feeding it all summer.  Before releasing 
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Albert at summer’s end, they painted a red stripe down the middle of Alberts head.  As Albert 
grew, the red stripe remained so he was easily identifiable when he came back to visit or look for 
handouts.  In all, the time spent on and around Murphy’s Creek engaged curiosity, challenged 
adventurous spirits and strengthened the bonds of family.  It was a good way to grow up. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Carrie Clarke Day 
Planning is underway for this year’s Carrie Clarke Day event.  
This year’s event will be held Saturday, March 9 from 11 AM 
to 4 PM and will focus on community fun.  Projected events 
include live music, craft exhibits and demonstrations by local 
civic groups and games, along with tours of the Clarke House.  
The Historical Society will also be offering visitors the 
opportunity to dress up in old-fashioned clothes and pose for 
pictures (mostly on their phones these days).  If you have any 
clothing or props that might work for this please contact Cindy 
Cheatwood (ckcheatwood@hotmail.com or 904-707-
0822).  We need all sizes, male and female, separates, one-
piece, hats, accessories, anything to add to the fun. This 
activity will be run through the Green House with students 
from Orange Park Junior High doing most of the work.  If you 
would like to help for a while during the day, contact Cindy and 
give a time that works for you between 11 AM and 4 PM. 
 
 

Other News 
 

Membership Renewal 
It’s the start of a new year which means it’s time to renew your Historical Society of Orange Park 
membership.  The support of our members is critical to the work of this Society to preserve and 
share the history of Orange Park with the community.  Please renew your membership if you 
have not yet done so.  Encourage a friend to join as well.  A membership form is included with 
this newsletter.  You can also download a copy from our website, www.ophistory.org.   
 

Veterans Memorial 
The Historical Society of Orange Park continues to support 
activities that add unique opportunities to promote our 
special town and its rich history.  With community support we 
have been able to create and maintain our Veterans Memorial 
in Magnolia Cemetery and expand its use.  Please be sure to 
visit the memorial and view the over 300 inscribed pavers that 
recognize our fallen heroes and acknowledge those that are 
currently serving to protect our future.   Order forms for 
pavers to honor the veteran of your choice can be found at 
the site or on our website.  Please visit our website www.ophistory.org for more information 
about upcoming events!!!! 

mailto:ckcheatwood@hotmail.com
http://www.ophistory.org/
http://www.ophistory.org/
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Clay County History Museum 
The Clay County History Museum is happy to announce that it has received a generous donation 
from the Slim Whitman family.  Items include photographs, music magazines, posters, letters, a 
Navy log and Slim Whitman’s very first guitar!  The museum is open on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
every month, from 2pm until 5pm.  Stop by and see this extraordinary exhibit featuring one of 
Clay County’s most iconic citizens!!  There are no fees for admittance but donations are accepted 
and welcome!!   
 

 
 

Clay County Historical Preservation Board 
The Clay County Historical Preservation Board is currently 
researching options for funds to purchase the site of Fort San 
Francisco de Pupo.  Fort San Francisco de Pupo was built by the 
Spanish government in the early 1700’s on the west bank of the 
St. Johns River, south of the current Shands Bridge.  This fort was 
a counterpart of Fort Picolata on the east bank of river.  Both forts 
were along the Spanish road that stretched from St. Augustine to 
Pensacola.  These forts guarded the river crossing.  Fort Pupo was 
destroyed by British colonists from Georgia in 1740.  The remains 
of Ft. Pupo are located on private property.  The Board recently learned that this property might 
be sold for future development and they are searching for the means to raise funds with the 
intent of purchasing the site of Ft. Pupo and the surrounding land to preserve this part of Florida’s 
history for future generations.   
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Clarke House Tours 
Stop by the Clarke House on the second Sunday of the month 
between 2 PM and 4 PM for a tour.  Take the time to look around 
at your own pace, visit the upstairs bedrooms and learn about the 
Clarke family and their time in Orange Park.  Also, stay tuned for 
an added attraction starting in April.  We’ll have more news to 
share next month. 
 

 
Additional History 
For more information on local history, please visit the Historic Clarke House website and the 
Clay County Florida - History Facebook page. 
 

Look For Us on Facebook 
Look for the Historical Society of Orange Park the next time you visit Facebook.  Check our page 
for updates on society activities and updates on the Veterans Memorial.  Don’t forget to click 
“Like” on our page. 
 

Membership in the Historical Society of Orange Park 
We are grateful for the support our members have provided over the years through membership 
and participation.  We ask that you continue to support our mission to preserve the history of 
Orange Park and share that history with the community.  Ask a friend to join us as well.  You can 
visit our website, www.ophistory.org, to download a membership form there. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.clarkehousepark.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/321320864745656/?fref=nf
http://www.ophistory.org/

